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HEALTH AGENCIES STRONGLY ENDORSE HEALTH BOARD RESOLUTION TO
ELIMINATE SMOKING ROOMS IN CITY BYLAW

Toronto — The province’s largest tobacco control coalition has strongly endorsed
City Board of Health Chair Mihevc’'s proposed motion to eliminate designated
smoking rooms (DSRs) from the City’s 1999 smoke-free restaurant and bar bylaw,
which is to be considered by the Board today.

“While we supported the present bylaw when it was passed in 1999, experience
has shown that DSRs are a bad idea for several reasons,” said Michael Perley,
Director of the Ontario Campaign for Action on Tobacco. “In premises with DSRs
in Peterborough and York Region, we have seen proprietors leaving the doors
open, allowing kids to enter them, and building them so staff have to work in them.
There is also a concern that their occupancy load can exceed that permitted under
liquor licence regulations.”

Perley also pointed out that permitting DSRs creates an “unlevel playing field”, in
which some businesses can attract smoking clientele, and others not. “While some
businesses have both the physical space and the financial resources to build
DSRs, other do not. It makes neither health nor economic sense for some
premises, but not others, to be able to attract smoking customers,” he said.

The Ontario Campaign for Action on Tobacco is a coalition of provincial health
agencies that have been working together since the early ‘90s in support of the
implementation of effective tobacco control policies in the province of Ontario.

-30-

For more: Michael Perley 416-340-2992 (office)

416-709-9075 (cell)

— 525 University Avenue, Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2K7 e Tel: (416) 340-2992 « Fax: (416) 340-2995 « email: ocat@oma.org « www.ocat.org



