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B.C. COURT TO DECIDE WHETHER PROVINCE CAN SUE TOBACCO
INDUSTRY TO RECOVER HEALTH CARE COSTS

Positive decision could set precedent for Ontario, other Canadian provinces

Toronto — In a decision to be released at 3:30 p.m. EDT, Thursday, June 5", the
B.C. Supreme Court will decide on the constitutionality of a provincial statute
facilitating a provincial government lawsuit against the tobacco industry to recover
health care costs incurred from treatment of smoking-related illnesses.

A decision upholding the statute could allow a cost recovery lawsuit to proceed
immediately in British Columbia, and would provide a legislative template for all other
provinces to sue the tobacco industry on similar grounds.

A cost recovery lawsuit launched by the Ontario government in the U.S. in 1999 did
not move forward because the U.S. courts ruled that a foreign government could not
initiate such a lawsuit in the U.S.

The website for B.C. Supreme Court decisions is: http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/sc/Sc-
main.htm
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